Lesson 3 Dichotomous Key Intro.notebook

Dichotomous Key / Spdar Koo

 used to identify unknown organisms

e gives 2 (di) choices to follow

) Spider Key
e~ ball-ike flower bluabel
avild daffodil
plants <
2l overhangs lower petal oo, d0i3d ngttla
broad leaf
heart-shaped leaf ... lasser celanding
top petal does not
owerhang lowar petal
club-shaped leaf ... primrose
1. narrow laaf ... goto2 3. top petal overhangs lower patal ........ daad nettle
broad leaf ............goto 3 top petal doas not overhang
lower patal e O 10 4
2. ball-ike flower ... bluabell
trumpetlike flowar . wild daffodil 4. heart-shapad leaf .. _ lesser celandina
club-shapad laaf e PRIMIOSE
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Write the numbers 1 to 7 on your page
Dichotomous Key for Leaves P ‘i‘_a
r———

1. Compound or simple leaf
1a) Compound leaf (leaf divided into leaflets)

..goto step 2
1b) S|mp|e Ieaf (Ieaf not dIVIded into leaflets)

..goto step 4

2. Arrangement of Ieaﬂets
2a) Palmate arrangement of leaflets (leaflets
all attached at one central point)
ceeeennn Aesculus (buckeye)
2b) Plnnale arrangemenl of leaflets
(leaflets attached at several points)
....go fo step 3
3. Leaflet shape
3a) Leaflets taper to pointed tips
...Carya (pecan)
3b) Oval Ieaﬂets wrth rounded tips
...Aobinia (locust)
4. Arrangement of leaf veins
4a) Veins branch out from one central point

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, go to step 5
4b) Veins branch off main vein in the middle
of the leaf. ... goto step 6

5. Overall shape of leaf
5a) Leaf is heart-shaped........ Cercis (redbud)
5b) Leaf is star-shaped
...Liguidambar (sweet gum)
6. Appearance of Ieaf edge
Ba) Leaf has toothed (jagged) edge
..Betula (birch)
6b) Leaf has untoothed (smoolh] edge
...Magnolia (magnalia)
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